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MAGOR  & ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1960. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

MAGOR  & ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  general  conditions  of 
the  Public  Health  for  the  year  for  the  Rural  District  of  Magor  and 
St.  Mellons. 

The  reP°rt  is  dfawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Circular  1/61 

^ W H1CS  ) . 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Population  estimated  for  1960 
Area  (consisting  of  26  parishes) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 


14,740 
43,217  acres 
4,834 
£351,201 
£1,496 


3 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births 

Number  (Male  148)  (Female  128)  ...  ...  276 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  18.72 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  Total  Live  Births...  1.81 
Stillbirths 

Number  (Male  3)  (Female  5)  ...  ...  ...  8 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  ...  ...  28.1 

Total  Live  and  Still-Births  ...  ...  ...  284 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1 year) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  Infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  25.3 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  18.4 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births  ...  ...  •••  •••  400.0 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  ...  ...  ...  14.49 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  ...  ...  14.49 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still-births  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still- 
births) ...  •••  •••  •••  42.25 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) — 

Number  of  deaths  ...  •••  •••  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still-births  ...  Nil 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  ...  •••  17.29 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  17.1 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  ...  •••  27.2 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  •••  19-7 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  ...  ...  25.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  21.7 

Neo  Natal  Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  ...  •••  17-6 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  ...  ...  Nil 


DEATH  RATE. 

The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  ...  154 

(M.  82;  F.  72)  giving  a Death  Rate  of  10.75  per  1,000) 

The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  ...  H-5 

The  Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was  ...  •••  l3-2 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


In  the  following  table  deaths  are  classified  under  the  36  headings 
based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical 
Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948. 


Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  Diseases 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms... 

Leukaemia  Aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

Coronary  Disease/Angina 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Congenital  Malformations 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

All  Other  Accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


M.  F. 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

4 
1 
2 
9 

19 

1 

8 

5 

Nil 

3 

6 
Nil 
Nil 

1 

2 

1 

Nil 

1 

6 

3 

1 

2 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

7 
2 

Nil 

6 

1 

Nil 

11 

13 

1 

10 

8 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

6 

1 

2 

Nil 

Nil 


82 


72 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  two  Public  Health  Inspectors  (whole 
time  Officers). 


HOSPITAL  HEALTH  SERVICES,  ETC 

Since  5th  July,  1947,  these  are  administered  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE,  ETC. 

The  Monmouthshire  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority 
are  responsible  for  the  arrangements  and  Administration  of  the 
Services  under  Part  III  of  the  Act. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  these  Services: — 

(1)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(2)  Midwifery  Services. 

(3)  Health  Visiting. 

(4)  Home  Nursing. 

(5)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(6)  Ambulance  Services. 

(7)  Prevention  of  illness  Care  and  After-Care. 

(8)  Domestic  Help. 

(9)  Duties  under  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Act  and 

Mental  Deficiency  Act. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supplies. 


Whilst  most  of  the  Council’s  area  is  adequately  served  with 
piped  supplies  the  following  “ pockets  ” remain  without  a sufficient 
and  generally  wholesome  supply:  Coedycaerau  area  of  Langstone — 

11  dwellings:  Mynydd  Allt  Tir  Vach  area  of  Llanvaches — 15 

dwellings  and  the  Craig-Ceiliog  area  of  Bettws — 7 dwellings.  Most 
of  these  dwellings  are  dependent  on  “ springs  or  wells  ” the  water 
from  which  is  of  variable  quantity  and  quality,  whilst  in  a few  cases 
rain  water  storage  tanks  are  utilised. 

The  piped  supplies  of  water  in  this  Rural  District  from  water- 
works are  “ constant  ” and  not  intermittent  and  are  not  liable  to 
plumbo-solvency  action. 

Work  has  been  consistent  throughout  the  year  with  regard  to 
emptying  of  cesspools.  The  number  increases  year  by  year  and  the 
total  number  of  cesspools  within  the  area  at  the  end  of  1960  was 
954,  1,329  emptying  were  undertaken  during  the  same  period. 


The  majority  of  dwellings  with  pail  or  earth  closets  are  those 
which  belong  to  houses  which  are  sub-standard,  generally  speaking, 
and  the  department  is  actively  engaged  in  converting  into  water  closets 
where  possible,  whilst  the  condemnation  of  premises  also  tends  to 
lessen  the  number  with  the  result  that  very  few  are  remaining  within 
the  area.  ° 


u t0  probable  difficulty  that  would  be  experienced  with 

the  discharge  of  the  effluent  into  the  nearby  stream  from  the  proposed 
sewerage  works  at  Henllys,  consideration  was  given  to  a sewer  being 
provided  for  the  discharge  of  effluent  in  the  Eastern  Valley  sewer. 

The  Consulting  Engineer  has  also  submitted  a report  on  the 
foflowmg  sewerage  and  water  schemes  required  throughout  the  Coun- 
ts s district  which  has  been  adopted  in  principle,  such  schemes  being 


Cwm  Lane,  Rogerstone  Sewerage  Scheme. 
Henllys  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Marshfield  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Langstone  Sewerage  Scheme  Part  II. 
Llanwern  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Marshfield  Water  Scheme. 
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PARTICULARS  OF  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES 
IN  EACH  PARISH. 

A. — By  Local  Authority  or  Statutory  Water  Undertakers. 


PARISH 

Rogerstone 
Graig 
Marshfield 
St.  Mellons 
St.  Brides  W. 
Peterstone  W. 

Henllys 

Bettws 

Michaelstone-y- V edw 

Langstone 

Llanwern 

Bishton 

Kemeys  Inferior 

Llanmartin 

Wilcrick 

Nash 

Goldcliffe 

Whitson 

Redwick 

Penhow 

Llandavenny 

Magor 

Llanvaches 

Duff  ryn 

Lower  Machen 

Coedkernew 

B. — Private  Supplies. 

Rogerstone 

Graig 

Marshfield 

Michaelstone 

Llanvaches 

St.  Mellons 

Lower  Machen 

Coedkernew 

Henllys 

Kemys  Inferior 
Llanmartin 
Bettws 
St.  Brides 


Number  of 

Number 

Dwelling 

Supplied 

Houses 

1892 

1881 

501 

478 

281 

269 

323 

310 

58 

57 

49 

48 

105 

85 

46 

36 

64 

48 

324 

310 

99 

98 

145 

144 

43 

27 

85 

81 

10 

10 

95 

93 

61 

59 

20 

19 

58 

58 

107 

93 

5 

5 

184 

183 

74 

34 

113 

105 

38 

20 

54 

45 

Given  above 

7 

33 

17 

33 

9 

8 

33 

16 

33 

10 

33 

10 

33 

8 

33 

10 

33 

3 

1 

33 

3 

1 

33 

4,834  4,698 


Estimated  Approximate 


Population 

Population 

Served 

5770 

5745 

1528 

1460 

857 

822 

985 

948 

177 

175 

149 

146 

320 

258 

140 

109 

195 

144 

988 

945 

302 

299 

440 

437 

131 

81 

258 

245 

31 

31 

290 

284 

186 

179 

61 

58 

177 

177 

326 

283 

16 

16 

561 

558 

226 

101 

345 

320 

116 

60 

165 

137 

Given  above  21 

33 

52 

33 

27 

33 

24 

33 

49 

33 

30 

33 

30 

33 

24 

33 

30 

9 

3 

33 

9 

3 

33 

14,740 

14,329 
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HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities 

(iii)  By  other  Bodies  or  persons  ... 


110 

Nil 

37 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955. 

The  Regulations  came  into  force  on  1st  January,  1956,  and  it 
is  now  essential  to  bring  in  a substantial  supply  of  hot  water  in  order 
that  hands  may  be  frequently  washed  when  dealing  with  food  stuffs 
requiring  it. 

The  Regulations  apply  to  a much  wider  range  of  premises  than 
hitherto  and  this  provision  must  be  complied  with  in  relation  to  all 
premises  where  “ a food  business  ” is  carried  on.  Regulations  apply 
to  all  cases  where  food  is  handled  whether  or  not  there  is  any  question 
of  sale  or  exposure  for  sale. 

In  brief  the  Regulations  require  the  following  matters: — 

(1)  The  cleanliness  of  food  premises,  equipment  and  con- 
tainers. 

(2)  The  protection  of  food  from  the  risk  of  contamination. 

(3)  The  personal  cleanliness  of  all  persons  engaged  in  the 
handling  of  food. 

(4)  The  carriage  and  wrapping  of  “ open  food  ” (i.e.  food 
not  contained  in  a container  of  such  materials  and  so 
closed,  as  to  exclude  all  risk  of  contamination). 

(5)  Persons  engaged  in  the  handling  of  food  who  are  suffer- 
ing from  certain  infections,  such  as  staphylococcal  in- 
fection likely  to  cause  food  poisoning. 

(6)  The  provision  of  a clean,  wholesome,  adequate  and 
constant  water  supply. 

(7)  The  provision  of  wash-hand  basins  and  washing 
facilities  for  persons  engaged  on  the  handling  of  food. 

(8)  The  provision  of  facilities  for  the  washing  of  food  and 
equipment. 

I am  pleased  to  state  that  all  Shops  within  the  area  serving 
open  food  have  installed  washing  facilities  with  a constant  supply  of 
hot  water  required  within  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations. 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS  1960. 


These  Regulations  made  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  and  the  Minister  of  Health  came  into  operation  on  1st 
October,  1960,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  Producer’s  Licences  and  on 
the  1st  January,  1961,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  Dealer’s  licences. 

These  Regulations  consolidate  and  re-enact  with  amendments 
the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949-1954, 
and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations  1949-1953. 

The  principal  changes  made  are  as  follows: — 

(i)  Dealers  licences  are  to  be  granted  by  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority  of  the  area  within  which  are  situated  the  premises 
at  or  from  which  the  milk  is  to  be  pasteurised,  sterilised  or 
sold  as  the  case  may  be.  Dealer’s  licences  are  to  prevent 
sales  outside  as  well  as  inside  the  area  of  the  Licensing 
Authority.  Supplementary  Licences  are  to  be  discontinued. 

(ii)  A Dealers’  pre-packed  milk  licence  is  introduced  to  prevent 
the  sale  of  all  three  kinds  of  specially  designated  milk  where 
the  milk  is  obtained  by  the  dealer  in  the  container  in  which 
it  is  to  be  supplied  to  the  consumer,  or  is  pasteurised  or 
sterilised  by  the  dealer. 

(iii)  The  period  for  which  a dealer’s  licence  will  be  granted  is 
extended  from  one  year  to  five  years. 

(iv)  A licence  holder  is  no  longer  requiring  to  allow  samples  to 
be  taken  free  of  charge. 

(v)  A herd  in  respect  of  which  a producers’  licence  is  held  if 
allowed  to  run  with  other  attested  cattle  or  cattle  from  a 
controlled  herd. 

(vi)  The  storage  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  in  a fixed  tank  at  the 
farms  and  subsequent  collection  in  a milk  tanker  is  per- 
mitted, but  such  milk  is  required  to  be  pasteurised  or 
sterilised  before  sale. 

(vii)  The  sealing  of  containers  (other  than  retail  containers)  of 
tuberculin  tested  milk  is  no  longer  obligatory. 

(viii)  The  Clot-on-Boiling  test  has  been  introduced  for  tuberculin 
tested  milk  to  which  a producers’  licence  relates. 

(ix)  When,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a sample,  a person  breaks 
the  seal  on  a container,  he  must  reseal  the  container  and 
attach  to  it  a label  certifying  that  it  has  been  opened  and 
resealed. 

(x)  The  conditions  of  the  Methylene  Blue  test  for  tuberculin 
tested  milk  and  pasteurised  milk  are  modified  and  a different 
Phosphate  Test  for  pasteurised  milk  has  been  prescribed. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


All  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  are  visited  and  in- 
vestigated by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  after  the  receipt  of  a 
notification.  Where  necessary,  arrangements  are  made  for  the 
removal  of  the  patient  to  an  Isolation  Hospital,  if  accommodation 
is  available. 

The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens 
is  carried  out  at  the  Laboratory.  From  the  24th  June,  1957,  the 
address  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  was  altered  from  the  County 
Hall,  Newport,  and  became  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Clytha 
Square,  Newport,  Mon. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  relating  to  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation,  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and  Poliomyelitis  and 
Small-pox  vaccination  performed  during  the  year  1960  in  respect 
of  the  Council’s  area: — 


Whooping  Cough 

(Primary) 


0-  4 years 
5-14  years 


196 
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Diphtheria 

(Primary) 


Under  1 year 


106 


1-4  years 
5-9  years 
10-14  years 


517 


533 


584 


(Booster) 


5-9  years 
10-14  years 
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945 

1,085 


Smallpox  Vaccinations 

Under  1 year  ...  ...  122 

1 year  ...  ...  u 

2-  4 years  ...  ...  7 

5-14  years  ...  ...  2 

15  years  and  over  ...  3 

(Booster) 

1 year  ...  ...  ...  1 

2-  4 years  ...  ...  1 

5-14  years  ...  ...  2 

15  years  and  over  ...  4 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccinations 


I give  below  details  of  the  poliomyelitis  vaccinations  which  have 
been  carried  out  in  your  area  during  the  year  ended  December,  1960. 


Clinic 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

Risca 

254 

312 

1805 

Bedwas. 

38 

42 

261 

Trethomas 

213 

220 

1064 

Machen 

28 

16 

102 

The  above  figures 

show  the  number 

of  persons 

vaccinated  at 

clinics  within  the  area  mentioned.  Inasmuch  as  persons  travelled 
from  their  place  of  abode  to  different  areas  to  receive  their  vaccina- 
tion it  is  not  possible  to  give  a definite  figure  for  each  authority. 
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Analysis  of  Total  Cases  and  Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases,  according  to  Age  Groups  for  1960. 


S' 
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Tuberculosis  is  not  included  in  this 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1960. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  incidence  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  compares  favourably 
with  other  areas.  Generally  speaking,  there  is  a marked  decline  in 
the  number  of  cases  throughout  the  country  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
decline  will  continue. 


FOOD  POISONING. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  reported  during  the  year. 
I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

KENNETH  P.  GILES,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Council  Offices, 

Baneswell, 


14 


Newport,  Mon. 
Telephone:  Newport  64181. 


MAGOR  AND  ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Magor  and  St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Since  the  compilation  of  the  last  report  new  legislation  has  once 
again  appeared  on  the  horizon  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  field. 
From  the  time  the  first  hint  of  impending  new  legislation  filters 
through,  there  is  generally  much  speculation  as  to  its  contents  amongst 
officers  responsible  for  its  administration.  Consolidating  legislation 
is  always  welcomed  as  it  reduces  to  tolerable  limits  the  number  of 
separate  Acts,  Orders  Regulations  with  which  an  Officer  has  to  be 
familiar. 

New  Regulations  governing  the  conditions  under  which  designated 
milk  i.e.  tuberculin  tested  (T.T.)  pasteurised  and  sterilised  milk  may 
be  sold  were  published  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  and  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  purpose  of  these  Regulations — The  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations  1960,  is  to  ensure  the  safe  and  clean  pro- 
duction, bottling  and  distribution  of  milk  for  the  public  and  the  case 
of  pasteurised  and  sterilised,  that  it  is  effectively  heat  treated. 

The  Regulations  replace  earlier  regulations  with  amendments  to 
cover  modern  dairying  methods.  New  and  modified  tests  for  T.T. 
and  pasteurised  milk  were  introduced  and  the  issue  of  Dealer’s  licences 
simplified. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  will  remain 
responsible  for  the  issue  of  licences  to  T.T.  producers  but  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Authority  will  be  made  responsible  for  issuing  dealer’s 
licences  for  selling  specially  designated  milk. 

The  Regulations  for  producers  licences  came  into  operation  on 
October,  1960. 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960  came 
into  operation  on  the  29th  August,  1960. 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  legislation  makes 
provision  for  the  licensing  and  control  of  caravan  sites  authorising 
local  authorities  to  provide  and  operate  such  Sites  and  amend  the  law 
relating  to  enforcement  notices. 

The  Act  is  divided  into  2 main  parts. 
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Part  I introduces  a licensing  system  to  be  operated  by  Local 
Authorities  to  regulate  the  establishment  and  operation  of  caravan 
sites.  It  is  concerned  solely  with  caravan  sites  and  is  a development 
and  replacement  of  previous  legislation  dealing  with  this  matter. 

Part  II  of  the  Act  amends  the  law  relating  to  Town  and  Country 
Planning  and  as  such  will  take  its  place  as  part  of  the  statute  law 
on  that  subject.  It  is  concerned  primarily  with  the  strengthening 
the  provisions  for  the  enforcement  of  planning  Control  contained  in 
Part  III  of  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947,  not  only  in 
respect  of  caravans,  but  of  development  in  general. 

The  passing  of  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  during  the  year  is 
worthy  of  note  as  power  is  now  given  to  Local  Authorities  to  prosecute 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  where  complaints  are  laid  by 
no  fewer  than  3 householders  of  excessive  or  unreasonable  or 
unnecessary  noise. 

Today  it  would  appear  that  the  public  is  very  conscious  of  the 
need  for  public  health  services  of  first  class  standards  whether  they 
be  environmental  or  medical  in  character,  and  because  of  this  in- 
creased awareness  by  the  public  of  the  need  to  maintain  a high  level 
of  public  health  services  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  came  into  existence. 
The  public  today  is  determined  to  establish  the  claim  for  clean  air 
for  in  the  past  it  had  proved  that  a problem  existed,  so  set  about  to 
discover  remedies  with  adequate  supporting  legislation,  viz.  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  1956. 

With  the  proposed  siting  of  the  large  Richard  Thomas  and 
Baldwin  works  at  Llanwern  the  Council’s  vigilance  became  apparent 
inasmuch  as  it  was  decided  to  set  up  four  Atmospheric  Pollution 
Stations  all  of  which  are  sited  within  varying  distances  of  \ to  3 
miles,  in  order  that  any  unhealthy  condition  could  be  immediately 
recorded  and  be  in  a position  to  take  a speedy  possible  method  of 
rectifying  the  adversed  conditions.  However,  I feel  I must  also 
praise  industry  for  the  efforts  it  is  making  at  Llanwern  to  combat 
air  pollution  often  at  considerable  expense. 

The  iron  and  steel  industry  has  embarked  on  a very  costly 
campaign  to  deal  with  emission  from  Ore  driers,  Sinter  plants,  blast 
furnaces  and  the  techniques  of  steel  production. 

To  conclude,  I would  add  that  it  is  in  this  increased  awareness  by 
the  Public  of  the  need  to  maintain  a high  level  of  Public  Health 
Services  that  our  main  hope  lies. 

46  Improvement  Grants  were  made  during  the  year. 

22  Unfit  Houses  were  dealt  with  by  the  Council  under  Section  16 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 
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SUMMARY  OF  REPAIRS. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  work  carried  out  as  a result  of 
informal  and  abatement  notices  served  upon  the  owners  con- 
cerned:— 


Number 

of  walls  made  damp  proof 

22 

33 

„ sash  cords  provided  to  windows 

13 

33 

„ windows  and  window  frames  repaired 

19 

33 

„ roofs  repaired 

28 

33 

„ gutterings  and  downpipes  repaired  ... 

19 

33 

„ doors  repaired  and  renewed 

11 

33 

„ floors  repaired  or  relaid 

8 

33 

„ ceilings  repaired 

16 

33 

„ skirting  boards  repaired 

6 

33 

„ chimneys  repaired 

15 

33 

„ drains  repaired  and  cleansed 

33 

33 

„ sinks  provided 

3 

33 

„ W.C.  cisterns,  flush  pipes  and  service 

water  pipes 

13 

33 

,,  W.C.  pans  and  W.C.  structures  repaired 

or  renewed  ... 

14 

33 

grates  repaired  or  renewed 

14 

33 

„ cesspools  made  good 

10 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  technical  and  important  work  of  the  Rodent  Operative  has 
become  evident  to  the  Public  in  the  field  of  health  and  hygiene 

one  A!^gh  bemg  3n  uneviable  l‘ob  nevertheless  it  is  an  important 
, mon  rat  11  can  be  said  that  il:  is  always  under  arms 
f"drVlfig-htmg  during  the  whole  of  its  life  time  against  that  which  is 
n the  interest  of  a clean  and  free  of  disease  life.  The  rat  is  under 
no  statutory  obligation  to  mankind,  is  not  confined  to  any  boundary 

1°™Z  0Ut  ltS  devastadon>  hoId*  no  agreement  not  to  dry  ^disease 
nd  one  can  well  imagine  the  circumstances  that  could  arise  if  the 

pLnomenTrate  ^ t0  increase  at  the  usual 

stronX  pmntf  ^ Tu  danger  created  the  rat  cannot  be  too 
ongly  emphasised  when  one  considers  the  breeding  potentials  of 

the  animal,  it  has  been  said  that  one  pair  of  rats  could ^in  a period 
of  12  months  produce  3,000  off-spring  or  thereabout.  P 
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The  Rodent  Operative’s  work  is  largely  taken  up  with  the  dealing 
of  complaints  and  making  return  visits  to  the  scene  of  past  infestations 
to  ascertain  if  any  inflow  has  occurred  since  the  original  visits  and 
treatments.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  building  of  the  large 
Spencer  Works  at  Llanwern  much  time  is  involved  in  treating  various 
small  sites  occupied  by  building  sub-contractors  whose  employees  un- 
fortunately, leave  their  temporary  canteen  or  feeding  places  in  such  a 
condition  and  attraction  as  to  be  a happy  hunting  ground  for  the  rat. 
However  speedy  action  is  taken,  the  site  in  question  visited 
immediately,  and  the  appropriate  treatment  given,  resulting  in  the 
adverse  condition  being  kept  as  free  from  infestation  as  is  possible. 

Time  is  also  spent  with  the  disinfestation  of  business  premises 
where  a reasonable  charge  is  made  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  work 
involved. 

During  the  year  470  private  and  other  premises  were  treated 
with  satisfactory  results,  20  routine  treatments  were  carried  out  on 
the  Council’s  refuse  tips. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  cases  of  notified  infectious  diseases  were  visited  and  in- 
vestigated and  terminal  disinfection  carried  out  when  necessary. 

Visits  made  ...  ...  18 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  4 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  ...  4 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains. 

(i)  Direct  to  the  houses  ...  4,586 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes  ...  9 


PIPED  SUPPLIES. 

43  samples  of  treated  supplies  were  submitted  for  bacteriol- 
oglical  examination  17  of  which  were  unsatisfactory.  These  samples 
were  taken  from  the  Council’s,  Cardiff  and  Newport  Corporation 
supplies  at  various  points  within  the  area. 

A further  10  samples  of  untreated  supplies  were  also  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  out  of  which  8 were  unsatisfactory. 

151  connections  from  the  Council’s  and  the  Newport  Corporation 
water  mains  were  carried  out  during  the  year;  of  this  number  147  were 
to  new  houses  occupied  during  the  year. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950. 


No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  the  Shops  Act,  1950, 
relating  to  sanitary  and  other  arrangements  in  shops. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  AND  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  8 butchers  shops  within  the  area.  There  are  no 
licensed  private  slaughterhouses,  the  meat  for  sale  in  these  shops 
being  collected  from  neighbouring  public  and  private  slaughterhouses. 

1 application  was  received  for  a licence  to  slaughter  pigs  only, 
which  was  granted  by  the  Council. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SECTION  269. 

TOWN  AND  COUNTRY  PLANNING  ACT,  1947- 
SECTION  17. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

THE  CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF 
DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  1960. 

With  the  coming  into  existence  of  the  Control  Sites  and  Control 
and  Development  Act,  1960  much  additional  work  will  be  required 
at  the  3 established  Sites  at  St.  Brides.  Standards  have  been 
specified  by  the  Ministry  which  represent  the  standards  normally  to 
be  expected  as  a matter  of  good  practice  on  sites  which  are  used 
regularly  by  residential  or  holiday  caravans.  They  are  not  intended 
to  apply  to  any  other  type  of  caravan  site  but  should  be  applied  with 
due  regard  to  the  particular  circumstances  of  each  case.  The  standards 
are  in  respect  of  the  layout  of,  and  the  provision  of  facilities,  services 
and  equipment  for  sites  and  that  in  deciding  what,  if  any,  conditions 
to  attach  to  a site  licence,  the  Local  Authority  shall  have  regard  to 
any  standards  specified.  6 
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Briefly  the  model  standards  deal  with  the  following: — 

(i)  Density  and  space  between  caravan,  (ii)  Roads  and  footpaths, 
(iii)  Hard  Standings,  (vi)  Fire  fighting  appliances,  (v)  Water  supply, 
(vi)  Drainage,  Sanitation  and  Washing  Facilities,  (vii)  Refuse 
Disposal,  (viii)  Storage  space,  (ix)  Car  Parking,  (x)  Recreation 
space. 

However  plans  have  been  deposited  with  proposals  embodying 
the  Model  Standards  mentioned  in  the  Act  by  the  respective  occupiers 
of  the  already  established  sites  and  approved  by  the  Council. 

Even  with  model  standards  it  must  be  admitted  that  caravans 
will  always  represent  a sub-standard  type  of  permanent  housing  but 
the  Act  goes  a long  way  towards  clearing  oip  the  tangle  of  what  has 
become  an  established  way  of  life  and  with  the  advent  of  more  and 
more  caravans  coming  into  use,  the  time  has  now  come,  in  my  opinion, 
for  manufacturers  to  develop  a satisfactory  connecting  piece  to  each 
individual  caravan  so  that  these  fittings  could  be  linked  up  with  the 
drainage  system. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Planning  Department  of  the  County 
Council  for  the  willing  and  prompt  assistance  given  whenever  any 
planning  problem  arose. 

34  applications  were  received  to  station  caravans  in  different 
parts  of  the  area,  all  of  which  were  granted  until  31st  December, 
1960,  when  the  applications  would  again  be  reviewed  for  12  months. 


The  cases  enumerated  below  were  heard  before  a Court  of 
Summary  Jurisdiction  with  the  following  results. 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 


Name 


Offence  Date 


Amos  Price 


Stationing  a move-  29.1.60.  £5  Fine. 


able  dwelling  for 
more  than  60  days  in 
1 year. 


W.  Penk 


do.  1.4.60.  £3  Fine. 


A.  Williams 


do. 


1.4.60.  £3  Fine. 
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ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT,  ETC.) 

REGULATIONS,  1947-1952. 

The  public  will  have  become  familiar  with  the  development  of 
ice-cream  factories  on  wheels.  The  completely  equipped  vans  have 
made  their  appearance  on  most  selling  routes  equipped  with  excellent 
refrigerated  storage  for  premixed  ice-cream  liquid.  These  vans 
operated  from  the  new  style  soft  ice-cream  freezers  that  produce  the 
finished  product  as  the  customer  waits.  However  pressure  is  now 
being  brought  to  bear  to  have  these  vehicles  registered  in  the  same 
manner  as  factories  in  fixed  premises.  The  Trade  itself  is  leading 
the  pressure.  Rightly,  the  ice-cream  industry  having  won  a leading 
place  in  the  “ safe  ” trades,  is  jealous  of  that  respect  and  seeks _ to 
preserve  its  trade  against  newcomers  not  ready  to  meet  exacting 
standards. 

Inasmuch  as  there  is  no  premises  that  manufacture  ice-cream 
within  the  area,  all  retailers  purchase  prepacked  ice-cream. 

The  usual  periodical  inspections  of  all  registered  premises  were 
made  during  the  year  and  samples  were  taken  for  analysis  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  all  of  which  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  Public  Inspector  accepts  a responsibility  when  carrying  out 
his  daily  routine  tasks.  His  work  is  not  creative  neither  is  it 
spectacular,  but  it  is  a calling  of  considerable  importance  to  the 
Community,  concerned  as  it  is  with  the  fundamental  necessities  of  a 
healthy  life,  good  living  and  working  conditions  and  pure  food. 

Much  of  the  district  work  of  the  Department  is  spent  on  the 
periodical  inspections  of  static  food  shops  where  food  is  sold,  stored 
or  prepared  for  human  consumption  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that 
no  serious  unsatisfactory  condition  was  encountered  as  to  take  further 
action  apart  from  the  usual  advice  to  the  person  concerned  with  un- 
satisfactory conditions  of  a small  nature.  However,  I feel  I should 
point  out  that  problems  arose  out  of  the  use  of  mobile  food  shops. 
The  sudden  demand  for  mobile  shops,  particularly  on  housing  estates 
has  led  to  the  existence  of  a large  number  of  mobile  traders.  My 
attention  was  particularly  drawn  to  the  converted  ’bus  type  of  mobile 
food  shops  which  in  the  main  presented  two  problems  arising  from 
the  lack  of  storage  accommodation  in  the  vehicle  and  inadequate 
accommodation  for  both  staff  and  customers.  Too  often  I saw  the 
vehicle  overstocked  with  food  expected  to  keep  as  well  as  if  in  an 
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ordinary  shop.  The  conditions  were  certainly  not  conducive  to  long 
storage  periods  and  during  the  hot  weather,  higher  temperatures  are 
reached  in  the  van  with  ventilation  usually  inadequate.  Lack  of 
adequate  space  also  leads  to  difficulty  in  cleansing,  and  in  the  less 
desirable  mobile  shops  it  demands  continual  supervision  to  achieve 
even  a reasonable  standard. 

The  lack  of  accommodation  for  the  staff,  in  my  opinion  is  a 
serious  one  as  this  deficency  is  certainly  not  in  the  interest  of  the 
health  of  the  person  concerned.  Working  all  day  in  a confined  space 
cannot  be  accepted  as  conducive  to  the  good  health  and  well  being 
of  the  employee  with  the  added  potential  danger  of  these  conditions 
giving  rise  to  spread  of  infectious  diseases.  Unfortunately  the  exist- 
ing legislation,  the  Shops  Act,  1950,  does  not  assist  the  person  con- 
cerned as  unlike  the  ordinary  food  premises  the  normal  hours  of 
business  does  not  apply  to  the  mobile  shop,  resulting  in  the  person 
working  long  periods  under  adverse  conditions. 

I have  touched  briefly  on  a few  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
but  the  remedies  to  all  could  be  carried  out  quite  simply  in  so  far  as 
new  legislation  should  be  introduced  in  order  that  Local  Authorities 
have  the  power  to  require  all  Food  vehicles  to  be  licensed  prior  to 
travelling  on  the  road  and  to  refuse  this  licence  when  health  is  en- 
dangered or  likely  to  be  endangered,  thus  having  control  over  the 
unsatisfactory  vehicle  trader.  Further  that  the  Shops  Acts  should 
be  amended  to  include  the  Mobile  Food  Vehicle  within  the  definition 
of  “ Shop  ” so  that  from  a public  health  point  of  view,  the  trader  to 
confine  his  trading  to  normal  working  hours. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

New  Regulations  known  as  “ The  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations  1960,  were  introduced  by  the  Minister  of  Health  and  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  governing  the  conditions 
under  which  specially  designated  milk  may  be  sold  and  came  into 
operation  on  1st  October,  1960,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  Producers’ 
Licences  and  on  1st  January,  1961,  insofar  as  they  relate  to  dealers’ 
licences. 

Their  purpose  is  to  ensure  that  milk  is  produced,  bottled  and 
distributed,  and  in  the  case  of  pasteurised  and  sterilised  milk  effectively 
heat  treated  under  such  conditions  that  it  reaches  the  public  in  a safe 
and  clean  condition.  The  Regulations  will  replace  earlier  ones  with 
amendments  to  take  account  of  modern  dairying  methods.  New  and 
modified  tests  for  tuberculin  Tested  (T.T.)  and  pasteurised  milk  will 
be  introduced  and  the  issue  of  dealer’s  licences  simplified. 


22 


The  issue  of  licences  to  producers  of  T.T.  milk  will  still  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food, 
but  the  issue  of  dealer’s  licences  for  the  sale  of  specially  designated 
milk  will  become  the  duty  of  Food  and  Drugs  Authorities,  namely 
the  Monmouthshire  County  Council. 

Licences  will  be  issued  for  the  area  in  which  are  situated  the 
premises  at  which  milk  is  processed  or  sold  and  will  no  longer  be 
restricted  to  sales  in  the  issuing  authority’s  area.  They  will  be  valid 
for  5 years  instead  of  one  year. 

The  Regulations  concerning  producers’  licences  will  come  into 
force  on  October,  1960,  and  those  for  dealer’s  licences  on  January, 
1961. 

50  licences  to  retail  designated  milk  were  issued  and  27  samples 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  of  which  2 were  un- 
satisfactory. 


HOUSE  REFUSE. 

A weekly  collection  in  all  parishes  is  being  undertaken  by  the 
the  Council. 

Disposal  is  by  means  of  tipping  at  Bettws  and  Magor,  and 
occasioned  no  serious  nuisances. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  routine  treatment  in  connection  with 
rodent  control,  both  tips  were  given  dressings  with  D.D.T.  base 
during  the  summer  months  in  order  to  control  insects  pests. 

I remain, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  JAMES, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1960, 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Magor  & St.  Mellons  in  (he  County  of 

Monmouth. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1.— INSPECTION  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS 
AS  TO  HEALTH. 

(including  Inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

1 

M'c 

Number 

dumber  of 

line 

No. 

2 

on 

Register 

3 

Inspections 

4 

Written 

Notices 

5 

Occupier 

Prosecuted 

6 

1.  - Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2 3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

1 

2 

5 

2. — Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
to  which  Section  7 applies 

2 

35 

67 

3. — Other  Premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  out  workers’ 
premises.) 

3 

14 

22 

Total  

51 

94 

... 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

M/c 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pro- 

1 

No. 

2 

Found 

3 

Remedied 

4 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
5 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

6 

secutions 

were 

instituted 

7 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

5 

... 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S  3) 

6 

... 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

7 

... 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors(S6) 

8 

. . . 

... 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

9 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

10 

2 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

11 

Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  homework) 

12 

Total  

3 

3 

... 
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